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Army Corps and NJIT, and finally solve this
difficult problem for the people of New Jersey.
I hope my colleagues will support my efforts in
this regard.

f
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2000

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
for me to rise today to pay tribute to the Saint
Andrew’s Society, an extraordinary institution
in my hometown of New Haven, Connecticut
as they celebrate their 100th Anniversary.

Founded in November of 1900, the Saint
Andrew’s Society quickly became an essential
part of our community. In the century since,
the group has grown dramatically while retain-
ing its character as an active local force and
preserver of tradition. In fact, earlier this year,
as a tribute to their invaluable presence in the
New Haven community, I was pleased to des-
ignate St. Andrew’s Society as one of our
Local Legacies for the Library of Congress’ Bi-
centennial Project.

The members of the St. Andrew society
have assumed a critical responsibility—main-
taining the Italian heritage that thousands of
Greater New Haven residents share. Members
meet each month in an effort to lead the his-
toric Wooster Square neighborhood that is the
focus for Italian-Americans in New Haven. For
as long as I can remember, St. Andrew’s has
played such an important role in forging the
bonds of our community. Some of my fondest
memories are of the times that I have spent
with the people of St. Andrew’s. Each year, St.
Andrew’s keeps our community spirit alive by
organizing an annual feast where we celebrate
our traditions, history and culture, bringing
memories of ‘‘the old days’’ back for all of us.
It is through efforts such as these that we
renew our history and help pass it along.

The generosity of the St. Andrew’s Society
members extends far beyond our tight-knit
community. Over the last century, members
have raised millions of dollars to preserve
some of our most treasured monuments—St.
Michael’s Church, New Haven’s oldest Italian
Church and the ninth-century Amalfi Cathedral
in Italy. It is through such efforts that we re-
member our history, celebrate our friendships,
and continue to strengthen the bonds of our
community.

Forged through the bonds of family, St. An-
drew’s Society now includes fifth and sixth
generation members and while none of the
founding members are with us today, their de-
cedents continue to be active in the society.
The invaluable contributions of the Saint An-
drew’s Society are still apparent today as we
gather to celebrate their centennial anniver-
sary. It is with great pride that I stand today
to extend my deepest thanks and warmest
congratulations to the members of the Saint
Andrew Society on their 100th Anniversary.
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Flossie

Parker Barber died November 15, 2000, after
a life that spanned 91 years. She was my fifth
grade teacher. She was also the major influ-
ence that took a poor farm boy from Johnston
County, described to him the wonderful world
he would be entering, and then motivated him
to set goals that were beyond his wildest
dreams.

She did not know the meaning of the word,
‘‘can’t,’’ and she instilled that philosophy in her
students.

Every individual should have the opportunity
to sit before a teacher of the dedication Mrs.
Barber displayed. In her 34 years of teaching
at the old Cleveland Union School, she was
fair and honest with all her students. But she
would accept from each nothing less than all
the excellence each was capable of providing.

She was never too busy to help a student;
she loved us openly and with devotion; and
she is, to me, the epitome of what constitutes
a good teacher. She described to her students
the better world she wanted, and ever since
those days in the fifth grade, we have been at-
tempting to build that world for her. Mrs. Bar-
ber gave truth to the old adage that a good
teacher’s influence never stops, that teachers
affect eternity by the influence they have on
their students.

I was lucky to have Mrs. Barber for a teach-
er. I was luckier still that she became my
friend and advisor when I became an adult.

Mrs. Barber was a graduate of East Caro-
lina Teachers College, now East Carolina Uni-
versity and was always a strong supporter of
the school.

Mrs. Barber was the widow of Percy D. Bar-
ber. She is survived by one son, Robert W.
Barber and his wife, Elizabeth T. Barber of
Clayton. She left two grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

A funeral service for Mrs. Barber was held
at her church, Oakland Presbyterian, on No-
vember 17. Mrs. Barber had requested the fol-
lowing, ‘‘A Teacher’s Prayer,’’ be part of her
final ceremony. The prayer is by James J.
Metcalf and is presented here:

‘‘I wanted to teach my students how,
‘‘To live this life on earth;
‘‘To face its struggles and its strike,
‘‘And improve their worth.
‘‘Not just the lesson in the book,
‘‘Or how the rivers flow;
‘‘But how to choose the proper path,
‘‘Wherever they may go.
‘‘To understand eternal truth,
‘‘And know the right from wrong;
‘‘And gather all the beauty of,
‘‘A flower and a song.
‘‘For if I helped the world to grow,
‘‘In wisdom and in grace;
‘‘Then I shall feel that I have won,
‘‘And I have filled my place.
‘‘And so I ask your guidance, God,
‘‘That I have done my part;
‘‘For character and confidence.
‘‘And happiness and heart.’’

We shall miss this remarkable woman, who
even now is undoubtedly organizing and
teaching all the young angels.
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to offer my congratulations to Second Lieuten-
ant Kevin R. White on the occasion of his
graduation from Officers Training School. This
is a considerable achievement, which I am
proud to command to the attention of Con-
gress.

Lieutenant White is no stranger to hard work
and high achievements. Before graduating
from Officers Training School, as an enlisted
man he worked toward no less than four dif-
ferent degrees. First he attended and grad-
uated from Georgia Military College in 1989.
He then went on to attend the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force, where he received a de-
gree in Metals Technology in 1991. After that
he continued his education by graduating in
1996 from Wayland Baptist University with a
B.S. in Occupations Education and graduating
from La Verne University in 1999 with a Mas-
ters degree in Organizational Management.

Throughout his career in the military and in
academia, Lieutenant White received a num-
ber of awards and honors. He was awarded
two Air Force Commendation Medals and one
Air Force Achievement Medal. Lieutenant
White was named the Third Equipment Main-
tenance Squadron, Noncommissioned Officer
of the Year in 1997 and the Third Equipment
Maintenance Squadron Noncommissioned Of-
ficer of the 4th quarter in 1997. While fulfilling
his military duties, Lieutenant White also ex-
celled in his studies, making the President’s
list at Wayland Baptist University in 1996.

In addition to excelling in the Air Force and
working toward a top notch education, Lieu-
tenant White was busy fulfilling many military
assignments overseas, such as completing a
remote tour of Keflavik, Iceland from 1991 to
1992. Additionally, he spent over 9 years over-
seas in different countries, including Thailand,
Iceland, Singapore, Japan, Norway, and Saudi
Arabia. Lieutenant White also found time
amidst his many responsibilities to volunteer to
be a Big Brother while in Alaska. In fact, he
received the Big Brother, Big Sister of the
Year Award in 1997. Currently, Lieutenant
White takes time out of his busy schedule to
coach bowling for participants in the Special
Olympics.

Lieutenant White has served his community
and his country with great distinction. I am
honored to pay tribute to his achievements
and to recognize his efforts to build a better,
stronger America.
f
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I bring
to your attention one of the premier science
museums in the nation, the Liberty Science
Center (LSC) in Jersey City, New Jersey.

The LSC has a unique mission to serve as
an innovative, ‘‘hands-on’’ learning resource
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for the lifelong exploration of nature, humanity
and technology. Its mission is to promote in-
formed stewardship and lifelong interactive
learning of the world for all ages. The staff
members have extensive backgrounds in
science and technology education. They work
closely with regional school districts and edu-
cators in order to fulfill their goal of bringing
the enjoyment of scientific discovery to chil-
dren.

The LSC has recently initiated a unique, vi-
sionary ‘‘Partnership Program’’ with 28 at-risk
school districts in New Jersey. This program
provides students with a challenging inquiry-
based learning experience aligned with New
Jersey State Core Curriculum Standards, as
well as teacher training and opportunities that
encourage the whole family to get involved in
the education process. Since the Partnership’s
inception during the 1998–1999 school year,
student participation has increased from
45,000 to 160,000. The New Jersey State
Legislature has already appropriated $6 million
to support expansion of the Partnership Pro-
gram making the Science Center and the
State of New Jersey a model for other partner-
ships between public school systems and pri-
vate institutions everywhere in the United
States.

The LSC aims to complete a major infra-
structure expansion project by the year 2005,
so that even more at-risk students and fami-
lies can reap the benefits of hands-on sci-
entific learning. The museum seeks to emerge
as a landmark destination in the region offer-
ing experiences that significantly advance the
reach and impact of a complete science edu-
cation both onsite, offsite and online. With this
proposed expansion, LSC intends to provide
an indispensable public service and remain
broadly involved in the growth of Jersey City’s
diverse urban neighborhood as it begins a
renaissance.

I would like to call upon my distinguished
colleagues to join with me in the next session
of Congress to make the expansion of the
LSC a priority on our legislative agendas.

Our most precious resource is our children.
Providing them with exciting educational op-
portunities to expand their horizons should al-
ways be a top priority of our nation’s leaders,
and I hope to continue this important work
with my colleagues in the 107th Congress.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to recognize an outstanding
citizen, Tom Camerlo of Florence, CO. Tom
has recently been named an inductee into the
Colorado Agricultural Hall of Fame. It has
been Tom’s devoted leadership to the dairy
farming community that has helped him to
earn this distinguished honor. At this time I
would like to pay tribute to Tom for his many
personal accomplishments and numerous con-
tributions to his community and profession.

Tom attended Florence High School before
enrolling at Colorado State University where
he began a course of study that would pre-
pare him for what has become a truly impres-
sive career. He received his Bachelor of

Science degree in General Agriculture and
has used this knowledge to help benefit dairy
farmers all over the country. Along with his
education at Colorado State University, Tom
also used his leadership as a Captain in the
U.S. Army to benefit his community and State.

Tom has used his natural ability to lead
along with his knowledge of agriculture to help
further such organizations as the Mountain
Empire Dairymen’s Association, the United
Dairy Industry Association, and the Dairy Pro-
motion Federation Association, all in which he
served in the capacity of president. Tom is
also a current board and executive committee
member of the National Milk Producers Fed-
eration and serves as president of the Na-
tional Milk Producer’s Federation, a position
he has held for over a decade.

Tom’s remarkable dedication to the farming
industry has also earned him a number of dif-
ferent awards. The awards include Livestock
Leader’s Award from Colorado State Univer-
sity, the National Cooperative Statesmanship
Award from the American Institute of Coopera-
tion and he has been named Colorado Live-
stock Producer of the Year. Among his great-
est accomplishments have been being ap-
pointed to the Colorado Agricultural Develop-
ment Committee and the Presidential Advisory
Committee on Trade Policy and Negotiations.

Tom, for the past six years, has been an ac-
tive member of the Board of Directors for First
National Bank of Florence, serving as Chair-
man for four years. He has also been an ac-
tive member of School Board RE–2J for al-
most a decade and has served as president
for four years. In addition to these impressive
roles in his community he is also part of the
Florence Elks Lodge, Lions Club, VFW,
Chamber of Commerce and St. Benedict’s
Catholic Church.

Tom has worked very hard to help the farm-
ing community and his many accomplishments
are widely admired in the dairy farming indus-
try. He has earned the respect of this body
and on behalf of the State of Colorado and the
U.S. Congress I would like to congratulate
Tom on this distinguished honor. I wish him
the very best in his future endeavors.
f
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, Santa Clara
County in California has just made history by
approving a plan to provide health coverage
for all of the estimated 70,000 uninsured chil-
dren in the county. Unwilling to wait for na-
tional and state officials to respond to the
problem, the county has obtained funding from
a variety of diverse sources to ensure that
children receive the health care coverage they
need, starting January 2, 2001.

The county will streamline application forms,
aggressively conduct outreach, and enroll the
approximately 50,000 children who qualify for
state and federally funded programs. For the
other 20,000 children who don’t qualify for ex-
isting government assistance, the county will
pay the majority of their health insurance pre-
miums.

Not only will Santa Clara County’s children
be guaranteed health coverage, but also they
will be guaranteed comprehensive coverage.
Currently, children can obtain access to health
care through Medicaid, State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP), and the private
sector. Often, the health coverage varies wide-
ly. Under Santa Clara County’s program
though, all children up to the age 19 will be
guaranteed comprehensive coverage of a
range of services, including vision, dental, and
medical care.

I want to commend Santa Clara County for
being the first in the nation to set its sights on
covering all children with health insurance.
The county has proactively found a solution to
our nation’s pressing problem of the uninsured
and has built partnerships with diverse groups
to achieve coverage for all children.

I hope that other counties, states, and the
federal government will follow Santa Clara
County’s lead. With over 10 million uninsured
children in this country, the problem faced by
Santa Clara County is one that is faced by nu-
merous counties across America. This year, I
introduced H.R. 4390, the MediKids Health In-
surance Act to provide health coverage for
every child in the country. It would provide a
health care safety net for uninsured children
by guaranteeing access to comprehensive
medical care.

MediKids, which builds on our successful
experience with Medicare, is one approach to
ensuring coverage for all children in the na-
tion. There are alternative approaches that
build on other existing programs, similar to the
new effort being undertaken by Santa Clara
County. I hope everyone in Congress can join
in continuing our efforts to expand coverage to
our nation’s uninsured children. Passage of
the SCHIP program in 1997 has certainly
moved us forward, but much more needs to
be done.

All of our nation’s children deserve a healthy
start in life. For the children living in Santa
Clara County, they should now get precisely
that.
f
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, our nation is
blessed by many veterans organizations in-
cluding the Veterans of Foreign War and the
American Legion. These organizations honor
the living veterans and the deceased for their
service to our country. But I would like, at this
point, to remind the House of another veterans
group which keeps alive the memory of vet-
erans. The Gold Star Wives of America is a
national organization composed of the
spouses of men either killed in action, or who
died as a result of an injury or disease in-
curred while on duty.

The Chattahoochee Chapter of the Gold
Star Wives of America has been particularly
active. Thirty years ago, they began setting
out flags on Columbus’ Victory Drive on holi-
days honoring our veterans. This is one of the
city’s finest sights, with the star spangled ban-
ner waving on both sides of the avenue.
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